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As ADFA enters its 6th year, I would like to share with you some of the achievements of the past 12 months.  Having been involved with ADFA since its conception, it is very rewarding to look back at the amazing work achieved by many volunteers under the leadership of Dr Graham Forward. It is extremely therapeutic to go outside your comfort zone, be challenged and assist those not as fortunate as yourself.                                               
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                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   Recently our family in Perth shared the joy of the birth of a new son and grandson, who by choice was born in a maternity hospital under the care of a specialist obstetrician. He underwent specialist paediatric examination on arrival, including testing for Talipes and Congenital Hip Dysplasia.  Since leaving hospital our little fellow has thrived on mother’s milk.  If any medical problems were to arise, access to the best medical care is immediately available.
At the same time that our baby was born, there was a child born in Africa, who, if he survived his birth, will struggle to get through the next 12 months.  This child will be just as loved by his mother, but she maybe hungry, poor and unable to meet his needs.  Mother and baby may need medical care that the mother cannot afford nor have access to.  Routine check for Talipes and Congenital Hip Dysplasia would not have been available to this baby. 

Those of us who are lucky enough to be born and live in Australia have the privilege of good medical care, education and food on a regular basis.   We here in Australia, are in a position to make a difference to those who do not have these facilities available to them on a daily basis.   By becoming a member of ADFA or participating in one of our fundraising events you can contribute to our African neighbours receiving good medical care.

Many children in Africa require medical treatment for Talipes, simple fractures and orthopaedic problems that prevent them from leading a normal life.  ADFA sends voluntary medical teams who can help these children and their families.  We invite you to help us, help the people of Africa.
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EMIRATES AIRLINE FOUNDATION 
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ADFA would like to recognise and give our sincere thanks to The Emirates Airline Foundation who have become major sponsors of ADFA.  Special thanks go to Scott McMahen who is Secretary of the EAF, working directly with ADFA.  This year the Emirates Airline Foundation has donated 6 return airfares to Addis Ababa for our voluntary medical teams working at the Black Lion Hospital.  They have also donated approximately 200kgs of extra air weight to enable us to carry much needed medical supplies, which are vital to the success of each trip.  These donated flights have allowed us to reallocate funds usually budgeted for travel, to be allocated to the purchase of plates and screws for surgery, and to pay the cost to run the operating theatres on the weekend, which helps alleviate long waiting lists and emergencies.  The support by The Emirates Airline Foundation has made a significant difference to the success of the Ethiopian trips.  
The Emirates Airline Foundation has also placed envelopes in the back of the Emirates aeroplane seats requesting people donate frequent flyer points which can be donated to ADFA.  We urge you to fly Emirates and whenever possible donate your flyer points which are recorded and help to purchase flights for our charity.  Small charities like ADFA would not achieve what they do without the support and generosity of large organizations like the Emirates Airlines Foundation.  

On presentation of our scheduled anticipated voluntary medical missions for 2011, the Emirates Airline Foundation has agreed to support ADFA again this year. When you next fly Emirates, take time to think about the fact that you are helping Australian doctors and nurses to work in Africa.

BOSASO
A doctor in Bosaso Somalia had a dream and a vision to build new hospital facilities for his community, and to improve the health care for the people in his region.   At the same time, a doctor in Perth Western Australia also had a vision to help people in Africa receive better medical care, with a desire to build a hospital so that the poor in Africa could receive ongoing free medical and surgical treatment.     

 Five years ago the tragedy of the tsunami brought these two doctors together in Bosaso, and since then  Dr Graham Forward (Founder of ADFA) and Dr Abdulaahi (Head of the Bosaso Hospital) have been working together to fulfil the vision of building the new Bosaso Hospital wards.   Australian Doctors for Africa has been instrumental in assisting with the new buildings and providing equipment for the new wards and administration block.  It is amazing what two inspirational men an ocean apart have actually been able to achieve this.
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Unfortunately due to political unrest in Bosaso, we were not able to send a voluntary medical team into Bosaso during 2010.  However this has not stopped ADFA continuing to support the Bosaso Hospital.  We continue with our annual sponsorship of “Fatima” the head theatre nurse who runs the operating theatres.   With the support of the Rotary Clubs of WA, much needed medical supplies and equipment were purchased and have been sent by sea container to the new Bosaso Hospital. Enough beds have been sent to fill all the new wards.  

On the opening of the new buildings, the hospital administration has organized to place plaques in the new wards acknowledging the work of ADFA and the support of the Rotary Clubs of WA.

ETHIOPIA
Dr Graham Forward and Dr Tim Keenan (Orthopaedic Surgeons) made a trip to Addis Ababa in Ethiopia from the 8th – 21st March 2010, where they consulted and operated whilst training the young doctors at the Black Lion Hospital.  Dr Forward was asked by Dr Kathryn Hamlin to consult and give orthopaedic advice on some of the babies at Fistula Hospital.
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At the Black Lion Hospital, a typical day commenced with fracture clinics, referral clinics and Talipes clinics.  Theatre operating sessions and teaching sessions for the resident doctors filled the remainder of the day.   Team work amongst the consultants in the Orthopaedic Department remains excellent under the leadership of Dr Woubelum.  There are eight new residents who have joined the orthopaedic programme and the quality of these residents is the best for some time.  In particular there are four who show outstanding potential which creates a great opportunity to teach and train these young orthopaedic surgeons in the correct way over the next four years.
There are plans to convert available space in the rehabilitation block into three new orthopaedic theatres. This will be a large and expensive project, but will provide the orthopaedic department with control of clean/sterile theatres with adequate operating time.  Currently the amount of time allocated to the operating theatres for orthopaedic surgery is totally inadequate for the demand.  In the interim they will continue the Saturday operating to lighten the demand.  Saturday operating sessions have been sponsored by ADFA to help more patients receive urgent orthopaedic surgery.
ADFA ordered and purchased small fragment plates and screws and hemi-arthroplasties from a company in India.  This will replenish the large amount of equipment being used at the Black Lion Hospital and will assist with the demands from patients with fractures, waiting to be surgically treated.
During the March visit, Dr Graham Forward travelled via Djibouti to Hargeisa in Somaliland. The purpose of this detour was to make preparations with Dr Ereg, the Dean of the Hargeisa Medical School for further visits by Australian doctors, to teach the medical students.  A comprehensive visit was made to the Hargeisa Group Hospital, (the main public hospital for Somaliland).
Hargeisa Group Hospital will benefit from a planned orthopaedic visit and the supply of small fragment sets, circlage wires and other instruments to allow relatively simple fractures to be dealt with.  ADFA will source a suitable orthopaedic surgeon to make this visit and couple this with a teaching visit to the University of Hargeisa Medical School during 2011.
A second visit to the Black Lion Hospital took place from the 14th – 29th August 2010.  The team members were Dr Tony Jeffries (Orthopaedic Surgeon), Dr Tim Fletcher (Orthopaedic Surgical Registrar), Evelyn Fletcher (Junior Doctor), Paul Maloney (Orthopaedic Technician), Victoria Gibson (Theatre Nurse) and Rhonda Milner (Registered Nurse/Photo Journalist).

This team involved itself in all aspects of orthopaedic management at the Black Lion Hospital in co-operation with the Orthopaedic Department of the Hospital.

Work was carried out in three main areas:

Orthopaedic and Fracture Clinic

All the team attended as many clinics as possible, mainly supervising and offering advice.  A large number of complex orthopaedic problems including complex fractures, non unions, mal unions, bone and joint deformity and bone tumours were seen.  Clinical teaching was carried out.

Ward Rounds

Rounds were mainly conducted with junior staff who can have a difficult task prioritising a case for the limited operating time.

Operating Theatres

A large amount of time was spent in the operating theatre both as the primary surgeons and when assisting the Ethiopian Doctors.  The general cleanliness and condition of the theatres is relatively poor.   Victoria Gibson worked very hard to improve the sterility and sterile technique within the operating theatres.  She brought with her a lot of sterile disposable equipment which made a huge difference, particularly with dressings.

The opening of the operating theatres on Saturdays and Sundays (which is being financed by ADFA) has made a significant difference to the number of cases performed.  The presence of our two surgeons Dr Tony Jeffries and Dr Tim Fletcher allowed local staff to perform many more cases. 
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Morning X-ray meetings and teaching of residents were held.  Paul Maloney (orthopaedic technician) worked extensively in the operating theatre cataloguing and improving orthopaedic equipment. Victoria spent considerable time teaching operating theatre nurses.  Rhonda Milner attended ward rounds, clinic and operating sessions and took many photos of patients and the team’s work. Evelyn Fletcher assisted with theatre cases, ward rounds and clinics.

During team visits there are often very confronting cases that affect our team members emotionally. It would be a long report if each patient’s tale was told, but one little girl’s story should not go untold.   
“She was girl of about 8 years old, who presented after a fairly standard mid-shaft radius & ulna fracture.  However, unfortunately her parents had taken her to see the local bone setter before attending the Black Lion.  The bone setter had given her his standard treatment which involved a very tight bandage wrapped around her arm which was strapped to a length of bamboo.  The tourniquet effect of this treatment was unsalvageable.  By the time this little girl had presented to hospital she had developed dry gangrene.  Her arm was clearly dead.  When we met her she was with her mother and was in a small, dark, cramped Emergency Department room that was filled with offensive odours, insects and many children in similar conditions.  It was hard to take in. The girl was clearly distressed, in pain and it was clear what needed to be done.  In front of the child we explained to her mother, through interpreters, that to save her daughter’s life we would need to amputate her arm.  The mother would not accept this option and told us and her daughter that she would rather her daughter die.  It was hard to believe what was happening and it certainly pulled at the heart strings.  The Ethiopian doctors later explained that this was often the local beliefs regarding amputation, and amputees and their families could be ostracised from their community as a consequence.  Fortunately after a couple of days the girl’s father agreed to an amputation, and it was only a further few days before the little girl was unrecognisable from before, due to her beaming smile that greeted ADFA staff  later on a  post operative ward round.  Although we were unable to verbally communicate with her she was obviously grateful for the treatment that had been administered.”
                                  

The team also undertook a visit to the Alert Leprosy Hospital where Dr Solomon showed them the facilities. Dr Woubalem (the head of orthopaedics) was very pleased with the visit.  The team made a significant contribution to orthopaedics in Addis Ababa during their visit.  All team members worked very hard for the full duration of the visit including operating on the weekends.  All members of the team enjoyed their visit and are keen to return and follow on again in 2011.

HARGEISA

Professor Ian Puddey, Dean of UWA Medical School and Emeritus Professor David Allbrook visited Hargeisa and met with Dr Deria Ereg, Dean of the Hargeisa Medical School to discuss the opportunity of small teams of doctors from Perth helping with the training of the medical students in 2010.
Building upon a previous visit by Dr Graham Forward with Dr Ereg, plans were made to send doctors to Hargeisa for teaching purposes. Dr Graham Forward will return to teach the young doctors orthopaedic surgery in the operating theatre and clinical procedures in 2011.

In March 2010 Professor Trevor Parry, Dr Leon Cohen, Dr Anna Parker and Dr Rod Thelander travelled to Hargeisa as a joint initiative of Australian Doctors for Africa and UWA Medical School 

to help with the training of the medical students and new graduate doctors.  The Hargeisa Medical School was established in 2003 at the University of Hargeisa to train new doctors for this small nation.  Unlike Somalia, Somaliland has a stable government with law and order, and the city of Hargeisa is relatively safe and peaceful.


The medical students in Hargeisa are of high theoretical standard, but require a great deal of help with clinical work.  Many of the 6th year students had not experienced using an ophthalmoscope, or performed any suturing or intravenous procedures.  There are plans in place to send further Perth medical and surgical doctors to continue with the teaching program in 2011. 

A commitment was given by Australian Doctors for Africa to renovate the laundry room at the Hargeisa Hospital with the assistance of the Taakulo Somaliland Community (TSC).

 A memorandum of understanding was agreed to with TSC, who act as our local implementing partner for the ADFA projects in Somaliland.  Omer, our main contact at the TSC, assists with the internal transport, unloading, delivery and disbursement of sea containers and any necessary logistics involved.  
The TCS assisted with quotes, financial records and progress reports and work on the ground in Hargeisa to renovate the laundry. We are pleased to report the laundry is operational and a new industrial washing machine donated by Maytag, was sent to the laundry by sea container and has now been installed.

      

MADAGASCAR
ADFA sent two teams to Madagascar in 2010, one in May and another in November.

Dr Robert Genat, Orthopaedic Surgeon and Mrs Cherrie Genat, Theatre Nurse  left Perth on 28th April arriving in Antananarivo on the 29th April where our Madagascan representative for ADFA Tiana Andrianarijaona met them.  The original flight connection to Tulear was cancelled and another flight was arranged for 7.30pm that night.  On arrival in Tulear they caught a taxi which ran out of fuel on the journey from the airport.  Our volunteers require lots of patience in third world countries and often take a considerable time to reach their destination.  However this does not deter them from doing a great job when they arrive at their destination.   

The first couple of days were spent meeting with Dr Christine Monja the director of the CHRR (the general hospital) where the Genat’s  inspected  the new Ablution Block sponsored by ADFA, which they  thought  was an impressive contribution to the public hospital.   This was followed by a visit to the Centre des Handicapes’ where they consulted a child with spastic quadriplegia needing specialist consultation.  From there they visited the Clinique St Luc working with local doctors, planning consulting and operating for Monday and Wednesday of the next week.  They then went back to the CHRR to arrange an anaesthetist for operating and the organization of surgical instruments and how they would be sterilized for surgery during the next week.

             



During their stay they performed 40 consultations and 9 orthopaedic operations. Procedures mainly on children for Talipes, fractures and a toe amputation were carried out. Time was spent sorting medications with the pharmacy department and distributing medicines to the various hospitals and purchasing and providing medication for some of the very poor. 

ADFA volunteers are continuously teaching and training local staff as they work.  Ward rounds providing post operative treatment and orders were carried out before Dr Rob & Cherrie Genat departed on the 11th May 2010.

Sanitation Project at the Hospitale Generale Tulear

In conjunction with the Australian High Commission in Port Louis, Mauritius gave financial support, and ADFA organised the building of an ablution block in the hospital grounds in Tulear.  Prior to this project, out patients, visiting family and friends did not have any ablution block or washing facilities when visiting the hospital.  As people often have to come some distance to get to the hospital and don’t have easy access to transport they need to reside at the hospital or close by to support the patient.  The previous lack of facilities was a health issue.

Hygiene was a problem due to the lack of facilities.  Quotes, specifications, contracts and a financial plan were organized by ADFA who employed a Madagascan man in Tulear well known to ADFA, Marcellin Jean Desire, to co-ordinate and oversee the project.   Financial records were kept by our ADFA representative in Madagascar Tiana Andrianarijaona who liaised with Christine at ADFA in Perth so progress payments were made.   The ablution block has been a great success.  As the finished project came in under budget, ADFA has been able to make a commitment to employ a man to oversee, clean and replenish supplies for the next two years.  Tiana continues to keep financial records for this project.
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November visit – Madagascar

Departing Perth on the 31st October a larger team consisting of Dr Graham Forward & Dr Geoff Rosenberg (Orthopaedic Surgeons), Dr Digby Cullen (Gastroenterologist), Dr Susan Chapman (Urologist), Dr Phil smith (Anaesthetist), Nurse Clare Rixon and Physiotherapist Helen Burgan went to Tulear for 2 weeks, returning on the 14th November 2010.
Dr Forward’s ability and experience to lead a team with so many specialties, as well as liaising with the political and health ministers involved is vital to the success of these trips.   Even though 

ADFA‘s help is greatly needed, there is protocol and respect to implement when working and teaching in a third world country.
The team mainly worked at the Hospitale Generale and the Clinique St Luc in Tulear.

Dr Sue Chapman returned to Tulear to continue teaching and operating in Urology.  Sue reviewed 52 patients in the clinic and performed 17 operations on 15 patients. Nine patients were in retention having had their catheter in place for anywhere from 3 days and 10 years!  The equipment left last visit was still present and in good working condition at the Clinique St Luc and the staff went out of their way to accommodate any request for the theatre time. 

Dr Chapman took over an Olympus resectoscope for the Hospitale Generale and confirms that it fits the existing Olympus gear.  
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Although this was Dr Phil Smith’s first trip to Madagascar, he has worked in other third world regions previously.  He was well equipped with medical supplies carried from Perth.  Dr Smith administered anaesthetics for both the Urologist and Orthopaedic Surgeons.
Dr Sue Chapman found it extremely helpful having a good anaesthetist to work with during her cases. Dr Phil Smith gave 31 anaesthetics in total during the trip, as well as working with and teaching local staff.

      [image: image8.jpg]


                               [image: image9.jpg]



        

Dr Geoff Rosenberg and Dr Graham Forward consulted approximately 120 patients in the outpatients clinic between them and carried out 17 orthopaedic cases comprising dislocated elbow, closed and several open reduction of fractures requiring plating and screws, removal of a large lipoma of the foot, toe terminalization, wrist ganglion, laminectomy and carpal tunnel release and several operations for the correction of Talipes in children.
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Physiotherapy

Helen Burgan continued treating children with Talipes.  Helen is concerned about the lack of skilled follow up treatment on some of the children after ADFA staff departs Tulear.   Helen is working on an informative poster outlining the steps and treatment of Talipes which will be translated to Malagasy for local staff.  She is also working on a program with the aim of a return visit in 2011 to both Antananarivo and Tulear. Here she will lecture and demonstrate a teaching program using the Ponsetti method for the treatment of Talipes to approximately 60 local doctors and nurses. This will ensure that they have the skill and expertise to manage the treatment of Talipes in the absence of the volunteers from ADFA.  This is an extensive project which will take time and funding to implement.   Helen’s commitment and enthusiasm is indicative of the medical volunteers of ADFA, they are always keen to give more.
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Due to the of 
Catriona Ferrie who visited Madagascar in 2009, entered her “tour de force” phase and sourced from Olympus a significant amount of good gastroenterology equipment which was donated to ADFA and sent to Madagascar for the next team visit.

During the first week of the trip Dr Digby Cullen worked at the Military Hospital (a general hospital which services the general public as well as the Military in the capital Antananarivo) installing a video endoscopy system with 3 gastroscopes and 3 colonoscopes.  
Subsequently 20 endoscopies and 7 colonoscopies were performed.  The installation of the video endoscopy equipment allowed the training of 4 apprentice endoscopists at the Military Hospital and a variety of 13 difficult and interesting cases were carried out.

Digby and Clare were also able to install an Olympus video endoscopy system with a light source, monitor and 2 gastroscopes and 2 colonoscopes at the University Hospital in Antananarivo with Professor Rado.

It was fortunate that Boston Scientific donated $3,000 worth of Speedbanders (used to band bleeding ulcers and varices). Digby and Clare obtained another $5,000 worth of bands donated from various hospitals in the Perth metropolitan area.  These donations are significant to the recipient hospitals.

The 2nd week was spent in Tulear at the Hopitale Generale where 100 patients were seen and 25 endoscopies or colonoscopies were carried out.  Dr Cullen works closely with three of the local doctors to continue teaching and training with the new equipment.  There is a considerable improvement by the doctors over the last 12 months.  Dr Cullen taught Dr Gregoire last year and he now is educating his own doctors successfully.

Dr Cullen is working towards sourcing more equipment to take over in November 2011.  The gastroenterology teaching program is continually improving.
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The whole team made a significant contribution in teaching, consulting and operating.  All members of the team would like to return again in 2011 as they have built up a good rapport with staff and are contributing in the improvement of each of their areas of speciality at the local hospitals.

FUND RAISING EVENTS

An Events Committee was formed in 2010 under the leadership of Jeanne Bell and Robert Forward.  Thanks to the hardworking Events Committee and a team of enthusiastic volunteers, ADFA have held two very successful events during 2010 and are already working and planning for fund raising functions for 2011.

LITTLE FEET WALK
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What a beautiful fresh morning we had on the 2nd May 2010 for our annual “Little Feet Walk”.   Teams gathered, chatted and had coffee in the grounds of Wesley College at 8.30am whilst team captains registered their teams.  The walk commenced at 9.00 am heading down Coode Street to the river front along to the Narrows Bridge and return.  The walkers looked quite spectacular in their bright orange ADFA T/shirts creating a real atmosphere and presence.  Some teams were more competitive than others which created a bit of fun and rivalry.  The great thing about this event is you can walk at your own pace, so it caters for everyone.
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On return to Wesley College there was a sausage sizzle enjoyed by all.  It was a very successful walk raising $27,149.00.Our sincere thanks go to the team captains and their walkers for such a fantastic effort.  It is amazing what a couple of hundred people can achieve whilst doing their daily exercise. We hope to see you all there again this year and ask that you bring a friend or spread the word. The walk is scheduled for Sunday the 1st May 2011 so please mark it in your diary.

Wesley College in South Perth very kindly allowed us to use their grounds and parking again this year.  Wesley College is the perfect location for the start and finish of the walk. This year, Parents and Friends of the school entered a team; we look forward to seeing them again next year.  ADFA would like to express our thanks to Wesley College for the use of their beautiful grounds and their support and assistance leading up to the walk.  Holding the event at Wesley College contributes to the success of the walk. 

A great job was done by the Events Committee & ADFA Management Committee ensuring a successful outcome.
Open Garden
We were delighted by the very generous donation of Tania & Peter Young to allow their garden to be opened to the public as a fund raiser for ADFA.  Tania and Peter have the most magnificent garden spread over 5 blocks of land in Dalkeith. This garden is a gardener’s paradise!  ADFA was allocated the sale of 307 tickets for this event and are pleased to say that all tickets were sold.

Guests meandered through the tranquil areas of the garden whilst taking refreshments along the way, sitting at one of the tables or little alcoves in amongst the garden and taking in the beautiful surroundings.
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There were two raffles, one a wheelbarrow of gardening products and the other a donated painting created by Trisha the elephant who lives at the Perth Zoo.   Both raffles were a great success. There were beautiful roses for door prizes, so all in all it was a delightful day raising $14,200. 

Both Tania and Peter were very warm and informative to all guests.   ADFA would like to thank them for their generosity and contribution to the recipients of ADFA.

Hannah Forward & Rhys Clark’s Wedding

Hannah & Rhys are young doctors who graduated from Notre Dame University in medicine in 2009 with outstanding results.  They are currently in the public hospital sector working towards their chosen specialties.  Hannah wishes to be an Ophthalmologist and Rhys an Orthopaedic Surgeon.   They were team members in an ADFA voluntary medical team visiting Madagascar during their final year of medicine in 2008.  Hannah is the daughter of Dr Graham Forward.
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Hannah & Rhys were married on the 4th December surrounded by family and friends in Perth.
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This generous young couple suggested to their wedding guests that they make a donation to ADFA on their behalf in lieu of gifts.  Their wish was carried out by many guests enabling a very generous donation to be made on behalf of Hannah & Rhys. 

Hannah and Rhys’s experience in Africa has made them very aware of how fortunate we are to live in Australia.  They know any donations will go a long way in providing medical treatment and supplies in a third world country.  In particular, Hannah and Rhys would like their donation to go towards the purchase of plates and screws for the repair of simple fractures.   Without these plates and screws many patients end up losing limbs or become very deformed or suffer with severe infections and may even die due to the lack of treatment.

We are very proud to have Hannah & Rhys as part of ADFA, and wish them a long and happy life together.

SEACONTAINERS

Robert Forward and his team of volunteers have been working very hard again over the past twelve months collecting, sorting and collating, medical supplies and goods from the size of a syringe through to the size of a C arm x-ray machine.   Plaster of Paris for Talipes, Endoscopy equipment, linen, office furniture, washing machines, anaesthetic machines and several hundred excellent hospital beds have been collected and shipped to Bosaso, Madagascar, Ethiopia and Hargeisa.  Over the last five years there has been approximately $4 million dollars worth of donated medical supplies shipped overseas by ADFA.  This is a magnificent effort.         
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Special thanks go to the Perth Apex Club, Lions and our many quiet achievers who go to the shed to sort and pack medical supplies and then load the sea containers ready for departure.  The success of the sea container program depends on the help of these volunteers. We can’t thank you enough.

Robert Forward ran a major program for the collection of hospital beds from hospitals throughout WA.  Many of the WA based hospitals have upgraded to electronic beds, so the existing beds became redundant.   This upgrade was a great opportunity for ADFA to gather and send hundreds of beds by sea container to Bosaso, Tulear, Addis Ababa and Hargeisa.   
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Storage Shed

We have been very fortunate to have the use of the shed next to the railway line in Claremont for the last five years, which is owned and donated by the Claremont Council with good access for trucks and sea containers.   However; the Claremont Council has new plans for the shed, so ADFA needs to locate a new storage shed with a suitable yard area with access for trucks and sea containers. Preferably somewhere in the vicinity of West Perth down to North Fremantle with approximately 100 -150 sq m of secure storage.  If you know of such a property that could be donated to ADFA, please contact us on 9321 5480, we would appreciate your help.

ADFA is extremely grateful to the Claremont Council for the generous donation in allowing us to use the shed.  The use of the shed has created the opportunity for many people to have life changing surgery and medical care through the medical supplies they have received.  

The old shed by the railway line may look pretty dilapidated, but little did those passing by it every day when catching the train, know the significance and use of the old shed.

COMPLIANCE

As our organization grows there are rules, regulations and obligations ADFA is required to achieve, to enable us to work within the guidelines of a voluntary non profit charity.  Non Government Organizations (NGO’s) are required to meet the standards of the Ministry of Health in each of the countries to which we send medical teams and aid.  Dr Graham Forward has achieved these agreements through meetings, negotiation and written agreements.

ADFA is required to submit a tax return to the ATO and to be audited annually.   Thanks to the donated time and expertise of David Hewitt accountant from David Hewitt & Co, and Jeffrey Nurse from Somes & Cook auditors. The ADFA Management Committee works diligently to keep excellent records and is compliant to the government’s financial requirements.  

To date all the funds raised have gone directly to the projects.  We do not have any paid staff and the ADFA office and stationery are donated by Dr Forward. The organization is run by the Management Committee who are supported by volunteers and members.  

Obtaining “Deductible Gift Recipient Status” which allows donations to be tax deductible has been a very positive achievement for ADFA.  

Our next step in compliance is to be accredited and listed as a NGO; submit applications to ACFID and AUSAID.    Applications require an accurate submission to meet the stringent criteria.  Thanks to Ian Pawley with the assistance of Christine Tasker we are underway with the first of the applications to ACFID.  As it is vital to be compliant in all areas, the legal advice from David Martino has been invaluable as we process our application.  Graham Forward and the management committee continue to work with the compliance team in the preparation of applications.

Paul Tye has produced a Strategic Plan and inaugural Annual Report for ADFA; two professional and important documents.   Paul was generously assisted by Keren, Angela and Michelle from Studio Bomba Designs with the Annual Report.  In particular, Keren and Michelle, with the design, graphics and illustrations, colour and layout.  Their work was very professionally implemented.
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SPONSORS

As a volunteer organisation, ADFA relies on the financial donations and “goods in kind: from its members, sponsors and the corporate sector.  ADFA acknowledges the generosity of these sponsors and encourage you to support these companies when the opportunity arises.

	PETER CONNOR SNAP PRINTING WEST PERTH
	PAYDIRT

	THE EMIRATES AIRLINE FOUNDATION
	PERTH APEX CLUB

	ALCOCK BROWN NEAVES FOUNDATION
	ROTARY CLUBS of WA

	THE ST JOHN of GOD FOUNDATION
	WESLEY COLLEGE

	SOMES & COOK CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS
	SANOFI PASTEUR PTY LTD

	WHEEL CHAIRS FOR KIDS

	CABELL PTY LTD

	AOA HUMANITARIAN FOUNDATION
	JOYCE BEDDING

	JULIAN RANDALL WEBSITE
	HELENIC SEWING CROUP

	MALAGSY MINERALS
	CHARLESTON PRINTERS

	TOLIARA SANDS MINING
	ANSELL ASIA PACIFIC

	DUNCRAIG PHYSIOTHERAPY
	3M

	SMITH & NEPHEW
	DHL EXPRESS & SERVICE CONTAINERS

	CLAREMONT COUNCIL

	DAVID HEWITT & CO

	OLYMPUS

	LINVATEC

	
	


WEBSITE

Julian Randall continues to maintain and upgrade the website for ADFA.  He is very professional in his work and no ADFA request is ever too difficult.

Our website keeps you posted with the voluntary medical team trip reports, newsletters, fundraising events and general information and photos.  It links you directly to membership forms, direct payments and donation and volunteer forms.

Thanks Julian for another great years work with the Website.

NEW FACILITIES for DONATIONS

ADFA now has EFTPOS facility for memberships/renewals, donations and event payments.  You may ring the ADFA office on 9321 5480 to use this facility. We take Visa and Master Card, and tax deductable receipts will be issued along with your credit card receipt. 

ADFA would like to inform you of the new option of “periodic donations”.  If you would like to make a regular donation you may set this up directly from your bank account to our ADFA bank account. Donors would need to notify us of their name and address so receipts could be issued for tax purposes.  

ADFA direct credit facilities are:  

Australian Doctors for Africa Relief Fund

NAB West Perth

BSB:        086-492
Account:  82-925-1127

We hope this newsletter has inspired you to join our organization, make a donation, register as a volunteer or join in one of our fund raising activities.  You may contact us through our website

www.ausdocafrica.org  or telephone the ADFA office on 08 9321 5480. 

I would like to give my friend and colleague in Madagascar, Tiana Andrianarijaona, a special thank you for her assistance in helping me co-ordinate the Madagascan trips.  This friendship, as well as the friendships built by the voluntarily medical teams with their overseas colleagues, is another of the rewards you experience when helping the people of Africa. 
Christine Tasker
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Welcome to the Sixth Edition of our Newsletter…








Dr Graham Forward in Madagascar





An in-patient in the Black Lion hospital





Happy children in Madagascar





Young boy in the Black Lion enjoys a balloon from the ADFA nurses





Near completion of new wards





Foundations and initial structure





The original Bosaso Hospital





Dr Graham Forward examines and consults a toddler whilst liaising with the mother and staff





Local doctor seeking �Dr Graham Forward’s professional opinion





Dr Tony Jeffries operating �and teaching





Dr Tim Fletcher assisted by Dr Evelyn Fletcher





Nurses Rhonda Milner and �Victoria Gibson and Orthopaedic Technician Paul Maloney �preparing the instruments �for the days operating





Dr Tony Jeffries and Nurse �Victoria Gibson with the young girl who lost her arm. As you can �see by her smile there was a �good and happy outcome





Female medical students





Doctors, Prof Parry and Prof Allbrook at the Hargeisa Hospital �Medical School





Professors Trevor Parry and David Allbrook �with the 6th year �medical students





Painting was carried out ready for the installation of the ‘Matag’ washing machine donated by ADFA





The laundry was plastered inside and a new wash trough area built





The old building brick work required new tuck work, renovating and waterproofing





A baby who has had surgery and plastering for the correction of Talipes using the Ponsetti method





Dr Rob Genat teaching Talipes surgery to a Madagascan doctor





The building of the ablution block from footings to completed building








Cherrie Genat inspecting the completed ablution block








The new ablution block





Dr Sue Chapman – Urologist teaching local doctors how to use equipment








Dr Chapman teaching as she operates








Typically, ADFA volunteers fill their cases with medical supplies and travel with a back pack for their personal use.








Dr Phil Smith administering a spinal anaesthetic








Orthopaedic Surgeon Dr Geoff Rosenberg operates on a 17 year old boy with chronic Osteomyelitis (severe bone infection)











Closing the wound





A 12 month year old girl with severe Talipes requiring elongation (lengthening) of the tendo-achilles





Surgery completed and plastering to keep the tendon in the correct position.  Serial plastering takes place every 4 – 5 days to allow for growth and change in children














Setting up the equipment Nurse Clare Rixon & Dr Digby Cullen





Dr Digby Cullen teaching local doctor





Dr Cullen assisting local doctor to perform a colonoscopy








Approximately 250 walkers leave the grounds of Wesley College








Christine Tasker welcoming guests








Dr Graham Forward & Hannah Forward planning the day’s operating at the Hospitale General inTulear














Hannah & Rhys’s Graduation





Beds have arrived in Ethiopia & and transported by truck to the hospital





Beds & Mattresses at the Black


Lion Hospital





Victoria Gibson setting up beds in the wards.








Dr Graham Forward with design team from Studio Bomba (l-r) Michelle, Angela and Keren





Donated supplies unloaded at the wharf





Unloading a heavy operating table
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